ast torana (exterior middle architrave
st century BCE. Sandstone.

Before he became the Buddha, Prince Siddhartha resolved to give up his royal so that no one would awaken from the noise. Indeed, in some versions, they
comforts in order to pursue the life of an ascetic. Confiding only in his charioteer carry the horse and its rider right over the palace walls. This story is depicted,
Channa, the prince slipped out of his palace in the dead of night, and, mounting using some distinctive forms of visual narrative, on the middle architrave of
his horse, headed for the gates. The local gods, yakshas, were eager for the prince the east gate of the Great Stupa at Sanchi.

to succeed on his spiritual quest and cupped their hands under the horse’s hooves

The presence of the prince is indicated All the action is organized The yakshas accompany the creature only when The footprints on the

by the riderless horses shaded by geographically in the scene as it ridden by the prince. In the lower right, the far right of the relief

a royal parasol and fly-whisk. This plays out between the palace and horse and charioteer turn back on their own, indicate the place Prince
is the same horse shown at various the forest. This tree indicates the unaccompanied by the local gods and leaving Siddhartha dismounted.

moments in the story. transition into the forest setting. Shakyamuni to begin his life as an ascetic.



