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5b. China in the Bronze Age





[Erlitou period, c. 1700–1500 BCE]
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You (ritual wine vessel)
From early Shang capital at Zhengzhou

Shang dynasty, 15th century BCE











Guang (ritual wine vessel) 
with tiger and owl decor

Shang dynasty,
13th century BCE*











Tomb of Lady Hao
Late Shang capital at Anyang
Shang dynasty, c. 1200 BCE





















From Changsha area (Hunan)
Shang period, c. 1100 BCE



From Changsha area (Hunan)
Shang period, c. 1100 BCE



From Changsha area (Hunan)
Shang period, c. 1100 BCE









Sacrificial pits at Sanxingdui [Guanghan, Sichuan]. Shang period, 12th century BCE 



















Ding (tripod)
From Zhou capital at Chang’an

Western Zhou dynasty, c. 1000 BCE





Zun (ritual wine vessel)
From Zhou capital at Chang’an

Western Zhou dynasty, c. 925 BCE



From Wei family hoard in Shaanxi
Western Zhou dynasty, c. 850 BCE



From tomb of Minister Zhao of Jin (Taiyuan, Shanxi)
Spring and Autumn period, c. 500 BCE



From bronze foundry site at Jin capital at Houma (Shanxi)
Spring and Autumn period, c. 5th century BCE







From tomb of Prince Wu of Chu (Xiasi, Henan)
Spring and Autumn period, c. 560 BCE



From Chu tomb (Xujialing, Henan) 
Spring and Autumn period, c. 500 BCE





From Lu capital at Qufu
Warring States period, c. 4th century BCE



Tomb of King Cuo of Zhongshan
Warring States period, c. 325 BCE



Tomb of Marquis Yi of Zeng
Warring States period, 433 BCE*









Set of Bells
From the tomb of Marquis Yi of Zeng
Spring and Autumn period, 433 BCE*





































Painted lacquer coffin
From Chu capital area in Hubei (Baoshan site)

Warring States period, 316 BCE





From Chu capital area in Hubei (Mashan site)
Warring States period, c. 300 BCE









Ink paintings on silk
From Chu tombs at Changsha (Hunan)
Warring States period, 3rd century BCE










