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2. The Mauryan Empire and the Shunga and Satavahana Periods









Ashokan pillar with lion capital
Lauriya Nandangarh.

Maurya period, 246 BCE





Lion Capital
[Polished sandstone]

From Ashokan pillar at Sarnath [India]
Maurya period, c. 250 BCE*

















Bull Capital
From Ashokan pillar at 

Rampurva [India].
Maurya period, c. 250 BCE



Elephant Capital
From Ashokan pillar at 

Sankisa [India].
Maurya period, c. 250 BCE





 Railing from stupa at Bharhut [India]. Shunga period, c. 150 BCE*



























Great Stupa
Sanchi [India]
Shunga Period, 
c. 150-50 BCE*































The Great Departure
East gate, Great Stupa, Sanchi, c. 150-50 BCE*









The Enlightenment
West gate, Great Stupa, Sanchi, c. 150-50 BCE













Vessantara Jataka
North gate, Great Stupa at Sanchi, c. 150-50 BCE



Mahakapi Jataka
West gate, Great Stupa at Sanchi, c. 150-50 BCE*





Reconstruction of the Amaravati stupa, Satavahana period, c. 100-200 CE



Stupa with standing Buddha
Relief on casing from stupa at 

Amaravati [India]. 
Satavahana dynasty, c. 150 CE*





Scenes from the birth of 
Siddhartha

Relief on casing from stupa at 
Amaravati [India].

Satavahana period, c. 150 CE*





Chaitya Hall
Bhaja [India]. c. 1st century BCE







Chaitya Hall
Karle [India]. c. 1st century CE*


















